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Friday, August 14, 2020

Cuomo: Schools can reopen in New York

Governor establishes preopening perimeters

Orleans/Niagara BOCES to hold 4

informational sessions on school reopening

Orleans/Niagara BOCES District Superintendent Dr. Clark Godshall will hold four infor-
mational sessions on YouTube Live to address concerns and procedures for reopening all

BY JOSHUA MALONI
6M,/Managing Editor

Gov. Andrew Cuomo on Friday
gave each New York school dis-
trict the go-ahead to reopen for
in-person learning.

Speaking to the press, he said,
“By our infection rates, all school
districts can open, everywhere
in the state; every region is be-
low the threshold that we estab-
lished, which is just great news.
And look, let me say it this way:
You look at our infection rate; we
are probably in the best situation
in the country right now. As in-
credible as that is. So, if anybody
can open schools, we can open
schools. And that’s true for every
region in the state. Period.”

School districts were required
to submit reopening plans by the
end of July.

“The Department of Health has
the plans. And if they don’t meet
(state safety protocols), Depart-
ment of Health can disapprove
plans - if they’re not responsible
from a health point of view,” Cuo-
mo said.

In the meantime, “They are all
authorized to open,” Cuomo re-
iterated. “Again, we’re going to
watch the infection rate between
now and the day that schools
open. If there’s a spike in the in-
fection rate, if there’s a matter of
concern in the infection rate, then
we can revisit it. But for planning
purposes, they can reopen.

“They then go to step two,
which is the local school district
has to come up with a plan. And
they have to deal with their par-
ents and teachers, which is going
to be a more complicated issue
than I think many of them fully
appreciate. I have been deluged
with calls from parents and teach-
ers. And there is a significant
level of anxiety and concern. And
I've said a number of times, these
school districts have to be talking
to the parents and talking to the
teachers, because if the teachers
don’t come back then you can’t
really open schools; if the par-
ents don’t send their students,
then you're not really opening the
schools.

“So, to facilitate that, I want
school districts to do two things.
One, I know where the bulk of the
questions are coming from. The
set of questions that I have from
a policy matter is remote learn-
ing and the equity in the remote
learning process. We've learned

from the experiences we've had
during COVID that remote learn-
ing can be quite unequal, given
the demographics and given the
circumstances. So, I'm going to
ask the school districts to post
their remote learning plan on
how they’re going to do remote
learning — to the extent they are,
if they are, in their district.

“Also there’s been a lot of ques-
tions about testing. Most of the
plans will say a student comes
in, temperature check, and if the
student has a temperature they
have to be tested. What does that
mean? How is the student tested?
Where is the student tested? If
there are 20 students who have
a temperature on day one, how
do you get those students tested?
Where do you get them tested?
What happens in the interim?
Teachers also want to know how
a teacher can get a test. And how
would that be done.

“Different school districts have
different theories, but that ques-
tion of testing for students and
teachers is a high level of con-
cern. To facilitate that dialogue,
I want the school districts to
post their quote-unquote ‘testing
plan’ for their school district. So,
whenever they talk about test-
ing, how will you do that? That’s
what the parents want to know.
How quickly will it be done, etc.
So that’s a second component of
the plan that should be posted on
the website.

“And the third, the questions
around contact tracing in a
school. So, if a student tests posi-
tive in a class — tests positive, so
the student came in, student had
a fever, student then got tested —
what is the contact tracing for that
positive? Do you test the class? If
the student goes to a number of
classes, how do you do it? How
will the school do contact trac-
ing? Will the school ask the local
government to do it? Will a school
ask the local health department
to do it?

“But these three areas are the
highly questioned areas almost
across all school districts: remote
learning, how do you do testing,
how do you do contact tracing. I
want the school districts to do just
that component of their plan that
they then post. So, a parent who
has questions on one of those
three areas, they can go right
to those three specific answers,
rather than wading through the
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Three of the sessions are directed toward parents and one session will be to address staff
concerns. The events are as follows:
\V Aug. 17, 7 p.m. - reopening informational session for parents
\ Aug. 18, 3-5 p.m. — reopening informational session for parents

\ Aug. 18, 7 p.m. - reopening informational session for parents

vV Aug. 19, 3 p.m. — reopening informational session for staff

One can find the link for the session at the Orleans/Niagara BOCES website at www.
onboces.org under the COVID-19 link. The direct address is: https://www.onboces.org/
Domain/210?fbclid=IwAR35__hwgCSi9s79-3qusagUtrB4FZeDhsaV2K-can1]J1epI TweRP-

4CVISk.

The first day of school for students is Tuesday, Sept. 8.

entire district’s plan. Because ...
those plans are quite lengthy. So,
I'm asking the school district to
post those three components.

“Second, I'm asking all the
school districts to have discus-
sions with the parents. There
should be at least three discus-
sion sessions with parents, where
the parents have been given no-
tice. It can be online or wherever
it works for the local school dis-
trict; but they have to communi-
cate with the parents and explain
the plan and answer the questions
of the parents. Not every parent
can make any one day. So, the
school district should have three
opportunities between now and
Aug. 21. And they publicize them
and they say here are the three
days, and parents can participate
online, however they do it. But,
parents need an opportunity to
be heard, and the schools should
welcome the opportunity to actu-
ally explain the plan.”

He added, “I'm also asking
the school districts to set up at
least one discussion just with the
teachers; where they go through
the plan and everybody is, in
one conversation — teachers, ad-
ministrators — and they discuss
exactly what is in the plan. And
if the teachers have questions or
concerns, let’s get them aired and
let’'s get them at a point where
everybody’s hearing the same
thing.”

Cuomo called this decision to
reopen “good news.”

“Again, we have the best infec-
tion situation in the country. If
any state can do it, this state can
do it, because we've been smart
from day one. We do the masks,
we do the social distancing, we've
kept that infection rate down. And
we can bring the same level of in-
telligence to the school reopening
that we brought to the economic
reopening.

“Our school guidance has been
touted as the smartest in the
country. Our economic reopen-
ing guidance was the smartest in
the country. So, if anyone can do
it, we can do it. But we have been
successful, because we've been
smart — and we have to continue
to be smart.

“And with the school districts, I
want those two tasks performed:
One, specific plan by school dis-
tricts online by the end of next
week. ‘Here’s our testing plan;
here’s our contact tracing plan;
here’s our remote learning plan,’
as they define it in their local re-
opening plan.” So, ‘Here’s, when
we say if a student tests positive,
this is how we do testing. When

we say a teacher can get testing
when they want it, this is how we
do it. If a student becomes posi-
tive, if a teacher becomes positive,
this is how we do contact tracing.
The way we do remote learning,’
if they do remote learning, ‘This
is how we do it — and this is specif-
ically how we’re going to address
the equity issues that we encoun-
tered the first time.’

“So those three plans, which
are components of the overall
plan, online, posted, people can
read them.”

Can Individual School
Districts Delay Opening?
Cuomo said it’s up to each in-

dividual school district to deter-
mine when to open classroom
doors.

“We're giving flexibility to
school districts,” he said. “Like
the phased economic reopening,
there was no one-size-fits-all. Re-
gions were in different circum-
stances. And we did have differ-
ent timing for different regions, if
you remember. The same is more
true with school districts. There’s
750 of them, so the geographic
footprint is even more refined.

“And (what is) their plan on
remote learning; their plan of in
school; their plan of hybrid — how
long do they close their school
district if they get a positive; how
many positives; what is their
schedule - that we leave to them.”

PPE and Social Distancing

SUNY Empire State College
President Jim Malatras, who
joined Cuomo on the conference
calls, said, “The rule is that you
must wear a mask at all times
when social distancing cannot
take place or occur. So, you have
to have a mask with you at all
times. And if families or a student
does not have a mask, the school
district must provide a mask.
And we strongly recommend
that mask wearing happens, with
(Department of Health) guide-
lines, even through the course of
instruction and other activities in
the school day, to ensure the max-
imum level of health compliance.
And that’s the DOH guidelines.”
What About Asymptomatic

Students?

Cuomo was asked what school
districts should do with students
who are not showing any signs of
the coronavirus.

“That is the question — that is
one of the top five questions that
I'm asked —and that’s what they’re
going to ask the local school dis-
tricts,” Cuomo said. “Some school
districts have a better answer than
other districts, by the way, right?
And remember, it’s up to the local

district to come up with a specific
plan. But that is a very big ques-
tion. In other words, you have
some school districts who primar-
ily talk about temperature taking.
Yeah. Temperature taking. And
if a kid has a temperature, then
test that child, certainly; but how
about the asymptomatic spread?

.. Nursing homes (had) asymp-
tomatic spread.

“What happens? How do you
detect the asymptomatic spread
in a school, unless you’re doing
testing? Because if you're not do-
ing testing, the only way you de-
tect asymptomatic spread is when
somebody gets sick.

“But that is a very good ques-
tion. And that’s a question that the
local school districts are going
to be asked - I can tell you that
— from both the parents and the
teachers. The answer is testing.
But then the question becomes,
‘OK, what percentage of testing?
Who's going to do the testing? Do
you have that set up?’ But thatis a
conversation.”

Fall High School Sports,

School Cafeterias
and Outdoor Learning

Malatras said, “Right now,
there is no interscholastic sports
approved yet.”

He said, “It's something that’s
going to be ongoing discussions.”

Cuomo added, “I spoke to some
school districts that want to have
students come in and leave before
lunch, just because they don’t
want the lunch situation without
a mask. They think the meals are
one of the most difficult things to
do. Because that’s basically, you
know, indoor dining, if you want
to look at it through that lens.
But ... that’s a school district by
school district (decision), subject
to the statewide guidance.”

Restaurants and some gyms
have utilized outdoor spaces.
Cuomo was asked his thoughts
on taking classes outside.

“l want to be a little guarded
in my editorial comment on the
plans, because if it works for a
district, it works. If it works for
the parents, it works. If it works
for the teachers, it works.

“Having said that — since I tend
to have an opinion about every-
thing — I think the outdoor learn-
ing — look, none of this is perfect,
right? If I had said to you any of
this six months ago, you would
have said it’s all bizarre. But I
think the outdoor learning — you
know, you have to deal with the
weather to the best you can. But
look, it's a lot safer. There’s no
doubt about that.

SEE STATE, continued on Page 15
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